
Unveiling the Shadowy Realm: The Secret
Wars of America's Commandos in Vietnam

Prologue:

The Vietnam War, a complex and controversial conflict that shook the
world, left an indelible mark on history. Beyond the well-known battles and
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political turmoil, a hidden world of covert operations was unfolding, a realm
where elite commandos fought a secret war in the shadows. In the book
"The Secret Wars Of America Commandos In Vietnam," author John L.
Plaster pulls back the veil on these clandestine missions, revealing the
extraordinary courage and sacrifice of these unsung heroes.
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The Birth of America's Secret Warriors:

As the Vietnam conflict escalated, the need for specialized reconnaissance
and counterinsurgency units became apparent. In response, the United
States military established a network of covert commando units, including
the infamous Studies and Observations Group (SOG),the Army's Long
Range Reconnaissance Patrols (LRRPs),and the Navy's SEALs. These
elite soldiers were trained in stealth, jungle warfare, and unconventional
tactics, making them the perfect candidates for the shadowy missions that
lay ahead.

SOG: The Ghosts of the Jungle:
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SOG, a clandestine Special Forces unit, played a pivotal role in the secret
war. Operating deep within enemy territory, their missions ranged from
reconnaissance and sabotage to ambushes and prisoner snatchings. Their
unique skill set and ability to blend into the Vietnamese landscape made
them a formidable force, striking terror into the hearts of the Viet Cong and
North Vietnamese Army (NVA).

LRRPs: Shadow Warriors in the Wilderness:

LRRPs, operating under the 5th Special Forces Group, patrolled the
remote jungles and mountains of Vietnam, gathering intelligence and
engaging enemy forces. Their small teams, often inserted by helicopter,
were capable of infiltrating and operating undetected for weeks at a time,
providing invaluable information to Allied commanders.

SEALs: A Force of Sea and Night:

The Navy's SEALs, renowned for their amphibious operations and
unconventional warfare capabilities, played a key role in the secret war.
Operating from coastal bases and riverine waterways, they conducted
raids, sabotage missions, and search-and-destroy operations, striking fear
into the enemy along the Mekong Delta and other vital areas.

Operation Phoenix: Targeting the Viet Cong's Leadership:

One of the most controversial aspects of the secret war was Operation
Phoenix, a CIA-led program aimed at eliminating Viet Cong leaders and
infrastructure. SOG and other commandos played a pivotal role in the
program, conducting covert raids and assassinations, targeting key figures
within the enemy's ranks.

Facing the Shadows: The Enemy's Response:



The Viet Cong and NVA were not blind to the threat posed by America's
commandos. They developed their own counter-tactics, including booby
traps, ambush patrols, and the use of local informers. The commandos
faced constant danger, not only from enemy forces but also from the
treacherous jungle terrain and the psychological toll of operating in such a
hostile environment.

The Legacy of the Secret Warriors:

The secret wars fought by America's commandos in Vietnam remain
shrouded in secrecy, but their contributions to the conflict were undeniable.
They gathered vital intelligence, disrupted enemy operations, and sowed
chaos among the Viet Cong and NVA. Their courage, determination, and
sacrifice played a crucial role in the eventual outcome of the war.

:

"The Secret Wars Of America Commandos In Vietnam" is a gripping
historical account that unveils the hidden world of covert operations during
the Vietnam War. Author John L. Plaster, a highly decorated SOG veteran,
provides an insider's perspective on these extraordinary missions,
shedding light on the shadowy world of America's commandos and their
unsung contributions to the conflict. The book serves as a testament to the
bravery, skill, and sacrifice of these elite warriors, who fought in the
shadows to ensure the security of their nation.
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