
The Writings of Israel Izzy Young: A Journey
Through the Heart of American Folk Music
American folk music is a rich and diverse tapestry of musical traditions that
has shaped the cultural identity of the United States. From the haunting
melodies of Appalachia to the vibrant rhythms of the Mississippi Delta, this
genre has captured the essence of American life, its joys, sorrows,
struggles, and triumphs. In the realm of folk music scholarship, few names
stand taller than Israel Izzy Young, whose groundbreaking writings have
illuminated the history, evolution, and enduring legacy of this beloved
musical tradition.
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Israel Izzy Young: A Trailblazing Folklorist

Israel Izzy Young was born in New York City in 1911. His passion for folk
music began at an early age, and he immersed himself in the vibrant folk
scene of Greenwich Village in the 1930s. Young became an active member
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of the New York Folklore Society, where he met and collaborated with some
of the most influential figures in folk music, including Woody Guthrie, Pete
Seeger, and Alan Lomax.

Young's unwavering dedication to preserving and promoting American folk
music led him to establish the Folksong Society of New York in 1954. This
organization played a vital role in nurturing a vibrant community of folk
musicians, hosting concerts, workshops, and educational programs.
Young's infectious enthusiasm and deep knowledge of folk music inspired
countless musicians, scholars, and enthusiasts alike.

The Writings of Israel Izzy Young: A Treasure Trove of Folk Music
History

Throughout his long and illustrious career, Israel Izzy Young penned a vast
body of writings that have become essential reading for anyone interested
in American folk music. His books, articles, and liner notes offer a
comprehensive and insightful exploration of the genre's history, its cultural
significance, and the lives of its most influential practitioners.

Among Young's most notable works is his seminal book "From Sea to Sea:
The Story of American Sea Songs." This groundbreaking work traces the
evolution of sea shanties, work songs, and other maritime-themed music
from its origins in the 16th century to its modern-day iterations. Young's
vivid prose and meticulous research bring to life the colorful world of
sailors, fishermen, and other seafaring folk, capturing the essence of their
lives and the songs they sang.

Another masterpiece of Young's writing is "The Folksongs of North
America: A Comprehensive Guide." This massive volume, co-authored with



Edward D. Ives, is a monumental work that catalogs thousands of folk
songs from every corner of the continent. The book provides detailed
annotations for each song, tracing its origins, variations, and cultural
significance. It is an invaluable resource for musicians, scholars, and
anyone interested in exploring the rich diversity of American folk music.

Young's Legacy: A Lasting Impact on Folk Music

Israel Izzy Young's contributions to the world of American folk music are
immeasurable. His writings have educated and inspired generations of
musicians, scholars, and enthusiasts. His tireless efforts to preserve and
promote folk music have helped to ensure that this cherished tradition
continues to thrive and resonate with audiences of all ages.

Young's legacy extends far beyond his written works. Through his work with
the Folksong Society of New York and other organizations, he played a
pivotal role in fostering a vibrant folk music community that continues to
flourish to this day. His spirit of collaboration and his unwavering dedication
to the preservation of American folk music have left an enduring mark on
the genre and its practitioners.

The writings of Israel Izzy Young are a testament to the power and beauty
of American folk music. Through his meticulous research, engaging
storytelling, and infectious passion, Young has illuminated the history,
evolution, and enduring legacy of this beloved genre. His works are an
essential resource for anyone interested in exploring the rich tapestry of
American folk music and its enduring impact on our culture.

As we celebrate the legacy of Israel Izzy Young, let us continue to cherish
and promote the music that has shaped the soul of our nation. May his



writings forever inspire us to appreciate the power of folk music to connect
us with our past, present, and future.
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The Constitution of the State of Colorado: A
Legacy of Liberty and Progress
Since its adoption in 1876, the Constitution of the State of Colorado has
stood as the bedrock of the state's legal system and a testament to the
spirit of its people. This...
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About the Book In this inspiring and thought-provoking book, renowned
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