
The United States, Israel, and the
Controversial Fighter Jet
The United States and Israel share a long and complex relationship that
encompasses military cooperation, economic ties, and diplomatic support.
One of the most significant aspects of this relationship is the sale of
American-made fighter jets to Israel. These aircraft have played a pivotal
role in Israel's defense against its adversaries, but their sale has also been
a source of controversy.

This article will explore the history of the United States-Israel fighter jet
relationship, its geopolitical implications, and the ongoing controversies
surrounding it.
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The United States began providing military aid to Israel shortly after its
independence in 1948. This aid included the sale of fighter jets, which
quickly became an essential component of Israel's air force. The first
American fighter jets sold to Israel were the F-84 Thunderjet and the F-104
Starfighter.

Over the years, the United States has continued to supply Israel with
advanced fighter aircraft, including the F-15 Eagle, the F-16 Fighting
Falcon, and the F-35 Lightning II. These aircraft have given Israel a
significant qualitative edge over its Arab neighbors, and have played a
crucial role in Israel's victory in several wars.

Geopolitical Implications

The sale of American fighter jets to Israel has had a profound impact on the
geopolitical landscape of the Middle East. These aircraft have helped to
ensure Israel's military superiority, which has served as a deterrent to
potential aggressors. The jets have also allowed Israel to launch
preemptive strikes against its enemies, which has helped to prevent the
outbreak of full-scale wars.

However, the sale of fighter jets to Israel has also been a source of tension
between the United States and the Arab world. Arab countries argue that
the sale of these aircraft gives Israel an unfair advantage, and that it
undermines the balance of power in the region.

Ongoing Controversies

The sale of American fighter jets to Israel continues to be a controversial
issue. There are several concerns that have been raised about these sales,
including:



* The cost of the aircraft: The F-35 Lightning II is the most expensive
fighter jet in history, and Israel is one of the largest Free Downloadrs of this
aircraft. The cost of these aircraft has raised concerns about the
affordability of Israel's defense budget. * The use of the aircraft: Israel has
used American-made fighter jets to attack targets in Lebanon, Syria, and
the Gaza Strip. These attacks have resulted in the deaths of civilians, and
have raised concerns about the use of American weapons in offensive
operations. * The potential for proliferation: There are concerns that the
sale of American fighter jets to Israel could lead to the proliferation of these
aircraft to other countries in the Middle East. This could destabilize the
region and increase the risk of conflict.

The sale of American fighter jets to Israel is a complex issue with a long
history and geopolitical implications. These aircraft have played a crucial
role in Israel's defense, but their sale has also been a source of
controversy. Ongoing concerns about the cost, use, and potential
proliferation of these aircraft will likely continue to be debated for years to
come.
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