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The construction of large diameter underwater shield tunnels is a
remarkable feat of engineering that requires specialized technology and
expertise. In this comprehensive guide, we delve into the key techniques
and best practices employed in the construction of these massive
subterranean structures.

1. Shield Tunneling: The Cornerstone of Underwater Tunneling

Shield tunneling is a semi-mechanical excavation method commonly used
to construct underwater tunnels. It involves driving a large cylindrical shield
forward through the ground, while simultaneously excavating the soil and
erecting the tunnel lining behind.
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The shield itself consists of a cutting head, a main body, and a tail seal. The
cutting head rotates to excavate the soil, while the main body houses the
hydraulic jacks that push the shield forward. The tail seal prevents water
from entering the tunnel.

2. Soil Conditioning: Ensuring Safe Excavation

The soil conditions encountered during underwater tunneling can vary
significantly, from soft marine sediments to hard rock formations. To ensure
safe and efficient excavation, soil conditioning techniques are employed to
modify the soil's properties.
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Common soil conditioning methods include:

Jet grouting: Injecting a grout mixture into the soil to improve its
strength and reduce permeability

Compaction grouting: Compacting the soil using high-pressure
grouting to increase its density and stability

Chemical grouting: Injecting chemical solutions into the soil to alter its
chemical composition and improve its properties

3. Tunnel Lining: The Structural Backbone of Underwater Tunnels

The tunnel lining is the permanent structure that forms the inner wall of the
tunnel. It provides structural support, prevents water ingress, and ensures
the safety of the tunnel's occupants.
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Tunnel linings can be constructed using various materials, including:

Concrete segments: Pre-cast concrete segments bolted together to
form a continuous lining

Steel segments: Welded steel plates assembled into a circular lining
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Cast iron segments: Cast iron segments bolted together to form a
watertight lining

4. Watertightness: Sealing the Tunnel from the Sea

Maintaining watertightness is critical in underwater tunnel construction to
prevent water ingress and ensure the integrity of the structure.

Watertightness is achieved through:

Waterstop systems: Flexible seals installed between tunnel segments
to prevent water seepage
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Gaskets: Rubber seals placed between segments to provide a
watertight connection

Grouting: Injecting grout into cracks and gaps to fill voids and prevent
water ingress

5. Safety Considerations: Prioritizing the Well-being of Workers

Underwater tunnel construction poses unique safety challenges due to the
potential for water ingress, confined spaces, and high-pressure
environments.



Safety measures include:

Emergency response plans: Detailed procedures for responding to
emergencies, including water ingress and structural failures

Ventilation systems: Providing adequate ventilation to prevent the
buildup of harmful gases and ensure a safe working environment
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Monitoring systems: Continuously monitoring tunnel conditions,
including water pressure, soil movement, and air quality, to identify
potential hazards

The construction of large diameter underwater shield tunnels is a complex
and demanding undertaking that requires a combination of advanced
technology, skilled professionals, and meticulous planning.

By understanding the key techniques and best practices outlined in this
guide, you can gain a comprehensive understanding of the challenges and
solutions involved in building these subterranean marvels. Whether you're
an engineer, a contractor, or simply fascinated by the wonders of modern
engineering, this guide provides a valuable resource for exploring the world
of underwater tunnel construction.
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