
47 Thunderbolt Vs German Flak Defenses: An
Epic Aerial Duel from World War II
On April 5, 1944, 47 Republic P-47 Thunderbolts of the 56th Fighter Group
squared off against a formidable array of German flak defenses over
occupied France. The ensuing aerial duel was one of the most intense and
costly of the war, with both sides suffering heavy losses.

The 56th Fighter Group was one of the most experienced and successful
fighter units in the US Army Air Forces. The group had been flying combat
missions since early 1943, and had already claimed over 300 enemy
aircraft destroyed. The group's pilots were some of the best in the world,
and they were eager to prove themselves against the much-feared German
flak defenses.
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The German flak defenses were some of the most sophisticated in the
world. The Germans had developed a network of radar-controlled flak guns

FREE

https://newspaper.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvakU3NWpXUWxxUXJGY2VnVE9LWUwxd0FiN3p3MXpzU2Znc2pUV0NcL1k5bDNnTUNBeVNSQStTcEdhN2V3dklPQWV1UjltRk1COTBWdFl2cEZUMTZpS1RaU2U5WmxFbTAyOFZlS0oyVEUzREZsenAyVDE4bWtwcU9sYWlUUmZ0SUQ0Sm5kNHZvZWxoRVo1Tmttd2F3anVpcnZLWG4yd2JzbExkV3RiWFEzXC8zM1JRckxXZ0d1Z3k0XC8wdVU3SThWSldiK3BFSTVaTk1DcnFlQkFBVTJLdzZBPT0iLCJpdiI6ImFkNWRjMmYwZDk1NzEwZWY1YzVjZTZjOGU1MWJkMDkyIiwicyI6IjBjOTJlNzI5MDE5Njc4OGIifQ%3D%3D
https://newspaper.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Im1DbTFMZENuV2tzelZUUUtxUmhJdFVjeVhORStjMkphTFNJS1dvNFkzOXpaQjgyc1ZpelBDN2I0YVo0Q3U0azdYMnMweElldmNEZ0UwZ3Iyb3IxYjZIK0trNkpCSU5LRE5yTkg2MStHVW5pelwvUVdZZ1hwMmU5VzA0akkrUXQyem8yb2h4bklkZjdEWkdZWnVpMmo4ZXJ4RXpkR0lYa1JSWUhYYUxteFwvVHBoOU9qTGx4bTNld2EzbDY4M3Y4VjBKeUdmRlVmdHkzNXFlbUNCN1YxUENmZz09IiwiaXYiOiJmYThiNmMwYmY4ODE0MjExY2ExMzJjNzlmMGYyMGFiZiIsInMiOiIwYzNkM2UzNDk3ZTNkYTgwIn0%3D
https://newspaper.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ikh3bW5wWFllZEtNSTVzTkNjakRzSnNmeVlcL3lcL21zOGFuUFRBMXhnZkFvaXQrVlUrTnJNY3RwUEdoWnZjaVhRaWRaWWllZDdCVmZBdFBYa3k4SFJyeWY1WjdvNnlvRm0yTFwvQ1Z5ZDE5SWZLYkdueHo4eWhJSUJPcnAyWm94S3Ixc2ViNWNWMSt3U0pOTlwvRlwvSzVUeUdaeFE5YWoxcm1kTUkxbHdMXC9scGdVeUUxeGFpYmxQZVZyZE1NK3JhMVJENHlNVU9Ga0ZhQ0p0RWRaOFZ2cExQckE9PSIsIml2IjoiOGRmMWRmMzgxOWI1MGY2MjBlYzAzMzk2ODU4ZmFiMjgiLCJzIjoiNWU3NmE4ODAwODYwYzhhYSJ9


that could fire at aircraft from a distance of several miles. The flak guns
were deadly accurate, and they could quickly bring down even the most
heavily armored aircraft.

The mission of the 56th Fighter Group was to escort a formation of B-24
Liberator bombers on a bombing raid against a German airfield. The
bombers were to fly at a high altitude, out of reach of the German flak guns.
The Thunderbolts were to fly below the bombers, providing protection from
enemy fighters.

The mission began as planned, with the bombers flying at a high altitude
and the Thunderbolts flying below them. But as the formation approached
the target, the German flak defenses opened fire. The flak guns fired a
barrage of shells into the formation, and several of the bombers were hit.
The Thunderbolts immediately went into action, attacking the flak guns and
trying to protect the bombers.

The aerial duel that followed was one of the most intense of the war. The
Thunderbolts flew low over the German flak positions, dodging the shells
and attacking the guns with their machine guns and rockets. The German
flak gunners fought back bravely, but they were no match for the superior
firepower of the Thunderbolts.

The duel lasted for over an hour, and both sides suffered heavy losses. 12
Thunderbolts were shot down, and over 100 German flak gunners were
killed. But in the end, the Thunderbolts achieved their mission. They
protected the bombers and ensured that the bombing raid was a success.

The aerial duel over occupied France on April 5, 1944, was one of the most
heroic and costly battles of World War II. The 56th Fighter Group fought



bravely against overwhelming odds, and they helped to ensure the success
of the bombing raid. The battle is a testament to the courage and skill of the
men who fought in the air war over Europe.

## Image Gallery

Here is a gallery of images related to the 47 Thunderbolt vs German Flak
Defenses battle:
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## Further Reading

* [The 56th Fighter Group in World War II]
(https://www.56thfightergroup.org/) * [The P-47 Thunderbolt]
(https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-Exhibits/Fact-
Sheets/Display/Article/196045/republic-p-47d-thunderbolt/) * [German Flak
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Defenses in World War II](https://www.worldwar2.ro/aftermath/german-flak-
defenses-in-world-war-ii/)
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Legacy of Liberty and Progress
Since its adoption in 1876, the Constitution of the State of Colorado has
stood as the bedrock of the state's legal system and a testament to the
spirit of its people. This...
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